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ciety of Ogle County. They are 
also coordinators of the Illinois 
Renewable Energy Fair. They 
have presented programs on al-
ternative energy and solar elec-
tricity in ten countries. They have 
installed a 3.6 kilowatt grid-
connected photovoltaic system 
and 1kilowatt wind generator 
which provide 70% of their home 
electrical power; and have dedi-
cated 35 acres of their 180 acre 
home farm to conservation pro-
grams.  
 

MEAL INFORMATION 
Dinner will feature Grilled Chicken 
Breast and a Vegetable Lasagna.  
The costs are: member: $5, non-
member: $10, student members: 
$2, student non-members: $5.  
Please make dinner reserva-
tions by calling Ginger at 815-
394-5696 or sending her an 
emai l  (g inger .spinasanta 
@hs.utc.com) by Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22, at 5pm. Please in-
clude the following: your name, 
phone number, email address, 
IEEE member number, and choice 
of entree. Unemployed members 
may call the treasurer for special 
arrangements.   
 

NOTE 
The meeting is open to the gen-
eral public.  You need not be an 
IEEE member to attend.  Guests 
are welcome.  Please call Ginger 
at 815-394-5696 for questions.   

renewable energy starting with en-
ergy efficiency. While technology 
will play an important role in devel-
oping a sustainable economy, life-
style changes are also essential. 
 

SPEAKERS 
Bob and Sonia Vogl both 
earned PhDs in Resource Planning 
and Conservation from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. Bob was on the 
faculty of NIU for 35 years during 
which he taught alternative energy, 
environmental quality, leisure and 
research. Sonia was on NIU faculty 
for 22 years during which she 
taught field ecology, seasonal and 
prairie ecology, and interpretation. 
Bob and Sonia are founders and of-
ficers of the Friends of the Rock 
River, officers of the Illinois Renew-
able Energy Association, and advi-
sors to the Prairie Preservation So-
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Joint IEEE RRVS, IAS Chapter and Rock Valley College Meeting 

   www.ieee.org/rrvs 

WHEN Thursday, September 
24, 2009 
 

WHERE 
Rock Valley College, Woodward 
Technology Center, Room 142.  I-
90 to Riverside Blvd., exit and go 
west to Mulford Rd.  Go south to 
2nd light, turn east into RVC.  Fol-
low road to left to last building on 
right.   
 

AGENDA  
 

6:00 PM Networking 
6:30 PM Dinner 
7:30 PM Presentation 
 

PROGRAM 
The focus of the presentation will 
be renewable energy and the 
work of the Illinois Renewable En-
ergy Association. Their annual en-
ergy fair in August provides an in-
dication of their broad approach to 

Renewable Energy in Illinois 
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May RRV Section Picnic/Elections Recap  
 

The individuals identified below will take office, or their appointed chair position, beginning 1/1/2010, based 
upon the election held May 28th during the RRVS annual picnic.  

October RRV Section Meeting Preview —  
Optimal Design of Ferrite EMC Suppression Components 

 

Please join us as long time EMI expert Curt White, now retired from Hamilton Sundstrand, presents advice 
on optimal design of ferrite components. The meeting will be at RVC on Thursday, October 29th.  

Rock Valley College’s Engineering and Technology Division to  
Offer More Online and ‘Green’ Courses 

 

In January 2009 the Electronic Engineering Technology Faculty and Associate Dean met to discuss 
the idea of offering ‘Green’ related topics in their A.A.S. degree.  In addition the decision was made 
to offer as many hybrid courses as possible, in response to the Strategic Enrollment Management 
(SEM) Plan at Rock Valley College (RVC).  The final report of the SEM Plan indicated a need for 
Rock Valley College to better serve students in their district by offering more online and hybrid 
courses and converting three day a week class meetings to two.  This would save travel time and 
fuel costs for students, especially those at the far reaches of the district. 
 

The Electronics Technicians Association (ETA) was so impressed by new RVC *Sustainability Em-
phasis in EET that that they are now using that Program Sequence as a national model.  The ETA 
created a Level I Certification for an Alternative Energy Integrator based on RVC’s first year (full 
time sequence) of study.  In addition, a Level II Certification will be available at the completion of the 
AAS degree.  Since Rock Valley College’s Steve Fleeman is an examiner for the ETA, the students 
may take the Certification Exams at the RVC main campus.  Please contact the Engineering and 
Technology Division at RVC at 815-921-3101. 

*approval pending 

Chair  Alkesh Patel 
Vice Chair Larry Wachowiak 
Treasurer  Adrian Vandergrift 

Secretary  Mohsin Chowdhury 

Computer/Control Systems Chair Sam Barada 

PELS Chapter Chair  Bob Parro 
IAS Chapter Chair  Joe Etminan 
EMC Chapter Chair Jamal Shafii 
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Richard 
Gocken  
Education 

Chair  
r.gocken@roc
kvalleycollege.

edu 
815-921-3055 

Byron Mehl  
byron.mehl@hs.utc.com 

815-394-2991 

2009 IEEE RRVS Executive Committee 

The Rock River Valley Section gratefully acknowledges the following 
companies and colleges for supporting Section Officers: 

 
Hamilton Sundstrand • Northern Illinois University •  

Rock Valley College • River North Solutions 

Messages for student officers can be left at the NIU Dept of Electrical 
Engineering, (815) 753-9974  or  e-mail at  sb.niu@ieee.org 

Andrew Baker 
Chair 

 

Bob Parro 
Communications 

Chair 
b.parro@ieee.org 

815-877-6670 

Jitendra Solanki 
PACE & MD Chair 
j.solanki@ieee.org  

815-394-5675 

Jamal Shafii 
EMI/EMC 

Chapter Chair 
jamal.shafii@ 

hs.utc.com  
815-394-5676 

Kelly Goode  
Vice Chair 

Northern Illinois University Student Branch Officers 

Alkesh Patel 
Chair 

alkesh.patel@.ieee.org 
815-394-2487 

Prof. Don Zinger 
NIU St Br Counselor 
Computer/Control Sys-

tems Chapter Chair 
d.zinger@ieee.org 

815-753-0540 

Larry Wachowiak 
Secretary 

l.wachowiak@ieee.org 
815-397-9090 

Paul Hofmann 
Vice Chair, 

paulhofmann@ 
ieee.org 

815-226-3876 

Adrian 
Vandergrift  

Treasurer 
aevandergrift@ieee.org 

815-226-2518 

Chong Huh 
Treasurer 

Matt Young 
Secretary 

 

Terry   
Johnson 
GOLD Chair 

terry.johnson@ 
hs.utc.com  

815-394-2447 

Sam Barada 
Member At Large 

sam.barada@hs.utc.com 
815-226-6751 

Joe Etminan 
IAS Chapter Chair  
joeetminan@ieee.org 

815-226-5319 
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 Time-Sensitive Material 
 

 

September RRVS Meeting ……….…………….…………….…………………..……….. September 24 
 “Renewable Energy in Illinois”, Woodward Technology Center, Rock Valley College, Rockford, IL 
 

September IEEE Chicago/Rockford Consultants Network Meeting ……….……… September 28 
 “Real Time embedded Systems” by Andy Mehta, 6:45pm Room 1A, Palatine Public Library, Palatine, IL 
 http://ewh.ieee.org/r4/chicago/cn/ 
 

October RRVS Meeting ……………….…………………………………………...………….. October 29 
 “Optimal Design of Ferrite EMC Suppression Components”, Rock Valley College, Rockford, IL 
 

November Joint RRVS and NIU Student Branch Meeting ….....…..……………….... November 19 
 “TBA”, NIU Engineering Building, DeKalb, IL 
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RRVS Calendar 

Update Your Own IEEE Member Contact Info 
Online 

 
 

services1.ieee.org/membersvc/coa/intro.htm 

IEEE Personal E-Mail Alias Service  
with Free Virus Scanning  

 

The IEEE now offers an Alias Service in which all 
IEEE members can register a personal alias of 
their choice, which will forward E-Mail to their real 
internet e-mail address.  Go to:  
 
 

eleccomm.ieee.org/personal-aliases.shtml 

Electronic IEEE Membership Application 
 

 

www.ieee.org/web/membership/join/join.html 


